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Introduction:

Many publicly owned buildings in Tallahassee
have landscaping that leaves something to be
desired. This is understandable, as local
governments have many responsibilities to
attend to, and plant care can be complicated
and expensive. Fortunately, certain plants are
easier to care for, specifically Florida native and
Florida friendly plants. They do well in our
state's climate, typically requiring less intricate
care, and they benefit our local pollinators like
bees, butterflies, and birds. They can also help
to keep temperatures down in areas with lots of
concrete during the summer, and help reduce
erosion along banks, if the right plants are put
in the right place. This issue, and these benefits,
guided our sustainability project this semester.

Site 1: Collins Main Libratry
200 W Park Ave.

Site 2: Leon County Courthouse
301 S Monroe St.

é_ Site 3: Lake Jackson Town Center
3840 N Monroe St.

Conclusions & Recommendations:

Ultimately, we hope this guide can make Leon county publicly
owned spaces more environmentally friendly, and more visitor
friendly by making it easier for the county to know what
native plants will do the best at a given site and how to care
for those plants.

Fellows: Mary Noonan & E Thomas
Project Partener: John Leeds with Leon County Facilites Operations

Goal:

Our goal was to make native plant care easier and more accessible for
those involved in the landscaping of publicly owned spaces. We created a
guidebook of Florida native and Florida friendly plant species including
information on how to care for them and what conditions they thrive in.
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e Perennial
e 1-4ft.
Direct sun
Drought resistant
Plant Fall or Spring
Sandy or loamy soil, or even clay,
and acidic or slightly alkaline soil

Coreopsis does just fine without fertilizer and
thrives in poor soil. Neglect these deer-resistant
plants and they will still reward you with attractive
flowers.

« Perennial

«2-3 Tt tall and 3-4 ft wide

« Full sun, any soil texture, well drained
«Flowers march-september

Meeds regular watering to become
established (Till the plant is about 2 vears
old), but then becomes very drought
tolerant and needs no special watering.

BLAZING STAR (LrATRIS SPP.)

| +Perennial
§ e2-4ft
« Full Sun
| «Well Drained Seil

g5l =.'-f Plants will die back after blooming, but
el some will reappear inspring. Some plants
last for years. Blazing Stars are also reliakle

Dead stems shelter insects, an reseeders, and you can collect and plant
Important food source for birds who seed where you want it or allow the plants
will use the stems asaplace to hangd 5 celf-seed. Leam to recognize voung

out while hunting forinsects, and will |2 qvee =0 vou don't weed out 1_..:.“". baby
also fead onthe seeds. If necassary, Blazing E-t-?:n'*:,. ! !

the stems can be removed.

It's best not to use fartilizer, which
can causa rapld, weak growth and
susceptibility to dissase.

References:

e Perennial
4-5 ft.
Full Sun
Sandy clay, well drained
Medium drought resistance
Spring Planting

Should be planted in spring or fall, needs
consistent watering to get established, but after
that, should be watered at a frequency that allows
the ground to dry between waterings. Removing
dead flower stalks can be beneficial but is not
strictly necessary. Prone to root rot if the soil stays
too moist, but no other major common issues.

ANGELONIA (ANGELONIA ANGUSTIFOLIA)

« Perennial

+1-1.5 ft tall

« Frost resistant

« Full sun, well drained, any texture soil
« Flowers march-november

Meeds relatively consistent watering to
become established, but after is drought
tolerant and doesn't need frequent
weatering, No other special care notes.

BULBINE ( BULBINE FRUTES C.Ehrﬂ)

« Perennial

& = 3-4 Tt

L« Full sun

» Any texture soil, well drained
 «Flowers march-september

ST when surrounded by other plants. The
species reaches 2 feet tall when flowering
anc has a 3-4 foot spread. The cultivar
‘Hallmark'is smaller and tidier, topping out
at 8-10 incheswith only a 2 foot spread. Its
delicate buds have a unique green center

This plant makes a nice addition
to Florida landscapes, but may
need a little protection from hard
freezes in Morth Florida.

stripe, opening to deep orange flower spikes

with filly vellow stamens.

https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/native-

plants.html

Bulbine's succulent, grass-like folioge forms
a clump and provides a nice texture contrast

Leon County Landscaping

Our research was primarily conducted online. We
researched Florida native and Florida friendly plant
species and their care. We found information on when to
plant certain plants, what their sun and water needs are
like, if they need any additional care such as pruning,
and whether or not they’re prone to pest or disease
issues. We used many different online resources, but
primarily referred to the UF/IFAS (University of
Florida/Institute of Food and Agricultural Studies)
website to find our information. The guidebook itself was
put together using Adobe InDesign, and is organized by
plant type including flowers, groundcover, shrubs, and

Methodology:

frees.

2
g

&} Santa Halmes/ jackson }

D 3 Rosa | Okals.

Walt
Eoo alton

Pensacola

Panama™{ gyt YFrankin

City

. : 30 to 35
USDA Citrus Lake

Plant Hardiness Zone Map 7 Kissimme

. AL gampa po X
orida “' Ly
t Hilsbr. =

0 15 30 60 Miles
.
| .

0 25 50 100 Kilometers

Agricultural
Research

Wshn. Gadsd
S” < " ) v - 1976-2005

Mapping by the
PRISM Climate Group
Service Oregon State Oregon State University

Calhn, Jifrs=vadison
AL H Baker

Liberty) wakulla Suwnn [Sjmb: Duv JD ksonville

J5yisn 5| \JUn. ' 10to 15

8a

Cl
Lafaytt. >, Brd.| ~@Y )¢ Sn.

o

Jh\
S Gaingsvill 1510 20

8b

Dixie ¢lC. Alachua [Ptnm.

P L Figl 20 to 25

9a

B Ocala 25 to 30

9b

(7]
.| @
Marion

Volusia

itusville 391040

Hernnd. Oorn® 40 to 45

Osceola

Brvrd 3\ Vero
L”dia” Beach

d River
- gManatee| 1 lee 2 [
sota Okchb. | Saint
e é;g Highlands Lucks
arst esoto * \Martin
West Palm
YU Fort Gla sa
Beach

s « ¥ Palm
ee Hendry Beach

Fort

Naples Browdrd o Lauderdale
Collier

Miami
g Miami-
Dade

R
Florida Keys (11b)

. o A.I
‘3’3&'&' -
o) _:‘ Al ¢

N

Results:

Florida Plant Hardiness Zone Map (Source: USDA)
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Average Annual Extreme
Minimum Temperature

Temp (F) Zone Temp (C)

-12.2t0-94

-941t0-6.7

-6.7 0 -3.9

-39to-1.1

-11t01.7

1.7to4.4

44t07.2

In the end, we created a guidebook for Leon County officials
to reference whenever undertaking landscaping projects. It
features 46 Florida native and Florida friendly plant species

and care instructions for them.



https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/native-plants.html

